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The Athenian Mercury: 


dies Choice of Husbands is like to make 

but half of the Age happy, unlefs you conti- 
ane your Goodnefs by affording the like affiftance to the other 
balf, I mean your own Sex in choofing Wives; which we ex- 
pect at your Hands wich the fir(t Opportunity, for fear the La- 
dies (hould get the flart of us ? 

An{v. When you find vour Devotion warm with 
thoughts of this Nature you may change the following 
Character into a Prayer for—g>ne tebofe PietPp and 
Wirtue has meatired the Chains of Pzodtdence. 
and accozdingip makes a due Sfttmate cf all 
Mccurrences--Wiyofe Saul is toa qeeat to be 
crufht under the wetgbh: of Aoberle Srozins,and 
pet at tbe fame time of a fofe, eafle, affadle 
Aemper--Widbots a flranger to difgutfe, pet not 
fa free and open asto athe gzounds fo: Contepr, 
Mne to toyom Mature bas been ttberal in goed 
Features and 322 :pozttons of Wadp, bur yer with 
a fairer Mind, Gtttp totrbout Abufeer, Moet 
totthiut @ieakunels, Jealous of nothing but coe 
vbecreafe of ber Uindnels to pou: Generaus, Pet 
tot profule. Dne tobofe PBzudence can fecure pou 
from an %nfpection into ber Familp-Accounrs, 
and divert the Curfe of trifling into Poverty. 
good Pouterotfe that can appear as gzeat in the 
Wild with one hundzed Pounds a Pear as ber 
Retabboues with twa. Mune tobo beliebes ber 
Perton thauld be a Figure, and her Prztiov 4 
Cppbher, wobich added to per adbances the Sumin, 
but alone fignifics nothing 5 ratber the Bete of 
ber cton deferts, than barelp the Dif-fpring of 
Wirtusus Parente--nz that totthout the Arp- 
al of ber Girne can out of a Pztuciple of Senz- 
roficp be jut ca pour Wed-- Wihole Uirtue, wit 
and Badekp can rather be tmttared chan equals 
bp ber Metghbours. 

In fhort, One whofe Carriage exceeds this Charadter, 
and attains to that of che Apoftle, « Pet. chap. 3. or chat 
of the Wifelt of Men, Prov. 31. frem Ver. ro. to the End. 

Queft. 2. What are we to think of the little clinking Noife 
callea a Death-watch? To which we add one from ano- 
thers Haad. I have been for fome time fince accompanied in my 
Chamber mith the Noife of what the common People call a 
Death-watch: One Evening above there I fat down by a 
Table, from whence the Noife proceeded, and laid my Watch 
upon the fame, I perceiv’d to my Admiration that the found 
made by this invifible Automation (if fwch it be) was loud- 
tr than that of the Artificial Machine : Its Vibrations wiil 
fall as regular, but withal quicker ; I firuck a Box upon the 
Table, whence { am confident the Notfe came, and bere- 
upon it immediately ceafed flriking. After fome {mall Inter- 
mijion it began again, I moved the Box @ fecond time, and 
it w.zs prefently filent : Upon the third Repetition of its M- 
tion, I opened the faid Box, and although Tufed tht moft di- 
ligent axd ferutinous fearch to ground a Conjecture of what it 
might be, yet it efcaped my fight. I bave fince heard two of 
than together in the fame place—Now I defire to be fatished 
if this Noife might proceed from any Infift 2? if in the Affir- 
mazivt, I would gladly know from what; as libtwilt whe- 
ther the Prefage cf Death grounded thereon hrs any other 
Bafis than Superftition. If in the Negative, I would gladly 
know from whence it is, and what is your Opinion thereon? 

Anfw. We our felves could give feveral related Inftances 
of this Nature, but fhall offer only one which we éxperi- 
mentally know to be Matter of Ka&; ’ris this: There was 
fuch a Noife as this heard in a plain Wali, where there 
was a little hole eaten with a Worm we usd what Endea- 
Yours we could to ger the /ittie Dijturder ows of tts hole, 
and after fome time, with 2 fittic Carey and a Paper Trap, 


Queft. 1. (; Entlemen, your Form of Prayer for the La- 
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we cook it, and it was only a fmall fort of a Spider, We 
are informed that the fame Noife is effedted by a fmall 
Grub or Worm, but whether true or not we can’c affirm, 
becaufe we have no certain Inftance. It'S common thing 
in fome places to hear fo many together, that by the con- 
fufed mixture of their founds, they are not to be Numbred. 
I doubt nor but the Querift look’d inte the Box, when he 
ought co have look’d into the Wood of the Box. We can- 
not conceive ( though we hear of many Inftances ) that 
they are any thing elfe but Infeéts ; for a Spirit needs not 
fear or defift at our firiking upon the place ; nor that they 
commonly are Sigas of Death, for chofe Perfons who dye 
out of fuch Families would have dyed, if thefe fuppofed 
Monitors had been adfent: Noe but that upon fome parti- 
cular Cafes God Almighty may make ufe of Spiders, Crick- 

ets, Sc. to warn us of our approaching End, as I knew a 

Family never without one Cricket before fome one dy’d 

our of it; another, that an anknorwa Voice always call’d the 
Perfon that w.rs to dye 5 another, that had fomeching like a 
Wand {truck upon the Walls; and another where fome 
Bough always falls off a particular Tree a little before 
Death: but chefe are particular unaccountable Inftances. 

Ordivarily fuch Talk is Nonfenft, and depends more upon 

Faocy than any chingelfe ; ‘tis all one to a good Man whe- 
ther be bas a Summons or mo, for be is always ready either 

with or without ? 

Queft. 3. What is the caufe of Balbfulnefs ? 

Anfw. Some have prettily called Blibing the Coloar of 
Virtue, but perhaps not wich overmuch reafon ; for why 
fhould a Man be afham'd of any thing bur what is ill: "Fis 
weakne/s of Fudgment, a Mifunderfianding of things, a con- 
founding a falfe Notion of Good and Evil, want of Converft, 
and the Prejudice of Education, chat are the Caufes, and not 
Vertue, which by how much the greater it is, by fo much 
‘tis che more Bold, Brave and Daring. ‘Tis only excufable 
in Children, as being a Sign of a firxible eafic dilpofition, 
which if well managed, is the moft fulceptive of the deep. 
eft impreffions of Virtue. 

Queft. 4. Haw isit naturally poffible, that an Aged Mar 
nigh an bundred years, bith Blind and Lams, befides many 
other Imperfettions incident to Old Age, fhould on a fudd-n 
recover his former Vigour and Senjis, in as high a degree of 
perfection, as when be was bat Forty Years old ? 

Anfw. The ufual reparations of Nature might by fome 
new Courfe of Dyet, or other Accident, meet ia fuch a due 
and proper Crifés, as co eff-& a Resuvens{fincy, or a renew- 
ing of Age, or the God of Nature mighic immediately con- 
cera himfcIf in a few fuch Iaftances, for fome ends beft 
known to himfclf. We are fatished by very good Autho- 
rity of fome fuch Exampies, we fhail only mention the fol- 
lowing —Ful:r in his Worthies has fer down a Lerrer fene 
him from Alderman Atkins his Son thus.— There is an Ac- 
quaintance of mine, and a Friexd of yours, who certified me 
of your defire of being fatisfied of the Truth of that Relation 
I made concerning the old Minijler inthe North It fortuntd 
that in my Fourney to Scotland, I lay at Alnwick in Nor- 
thumberland, and underftanding from the Hoft of the Houfe 
where [ ladg’d, that this Minifler lived within three miles of 
that place, I cook my Horfe after Dinner, and rode thither 
to hear bim preack for my own fatisfaction ; J found bin ix 
the Desk, where be read unto us fome part of the Common 
Prayer, (omeof the Pfalms, and two Chapters without Spe- 
Gacles Fhe Bible out of which be read the Chapters tas a 
very fmall Print:d Bible; be went afterward into the Pul- 
pit, where be pray'd and preach’d unto us about an bour and 
an half, Lis Text was, Scek ye firft the Kingdom of God, 
and al! cther things fhall be added to you. Jn my poor 
Judgement he made an excellent Sermon, and went clearly 
through withovt the help of any Notes. After Sermon I 
went with him to bis Howle, where I propofed thele Dut- 
fliots to kim > Whether che Book Printed concerning the 
change of his Hair was a Truch? Whether or no he had? 
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s héw fer of Teeth come? Whether or no his Eye-fight 
never fail’d him ? and whether in amy meafere ae 
his ftecngrh renewed to him? Ae an{n ered me dijjinctly 
ro all thin, and bold me, be i soe, News Book re 
canted bis A thr to bicomea a again, bat Sip 
25 0 took off bis Cag, and formed me bis Hav’, like a - sy 
bat rather flaxim, than cither brown or grays for wis Se tir 
be baa chree come within thefe two Tras, Kor yet to their 
i he bred them be was very ill, forty Years 
be could not ¥iad tht diggs print without Spectacles 9 ana 
now be bidteth Gad there is no Priat, nor Writing fo fat, 
but he could read witbeat foem. For bes ftv ongth, he thinks 
it as evtat as rwenty Tear fince. Not leng fince, he walked 
to Alow ick to Dinner, and bach again fix North Countrey 
Yiler. Hews now ont bandred and ten Years of Ag?, ana 
vy a hearty Body, very cheariut, yet [foops 
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____He had five Children after hie was eighty Years 
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Windfor, S+pr. Your affered Loving Friend, 
38 1057. 


Thomas Ackins. 


Queft. <. Sometimes fince I entrtated the Solution of the 
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following © ucrits, I do [till carne r thoughts of 
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t. wiz. Whether the Soul of Man 02 by Traduction, of imme- 
diate Lifufion, if the former, wiat toll:rable conceptions may 
we have of the way and manner of a Body s oegetting 2 Spi- 

' . * he Ty! -ar } 
ries if the latter, bow comes it ts be defiled wito Original 
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Axim. Our Delay in this and many other ingenious 
aelliats, is not becaule we pals any over that are worth 
the Antwering, but rrom the Multitudes which are forced 
upon norwithftanding our frequent Advertifemenis co 


the conrrary, al! which thall have their Anfwer in Order, 
and be difvarch’d as faft as poffidle ; and in the Preface to 
oer Second Volume we (hall prine feveral Standing Rules 
for aif ove Querifts, which If punctually obferved by 'em, 
they'l not on!y have their Expe@tations fully anfwered 
from time to time, butour Athesian Project will be chere- 
by rendred more (rviceable ro the Publick. We have 
formerly faid fomething of Tradutioa, vide Vol. 1. N. 
12. Q 2. Bur co chis Queftion we now aniwer, That the 
Jarellc&tive Soul of Man is not by Traduétion, but che 
Senfitive only, which 1s common to other living Crea- 
tures, either by Seminal Traduétion , or. the Generative 
Power, which lies hid tn the Pucrefadtion of Elementary, 
Bodits, as we ficd fome Creatures produced of Mud 
Filch, ee. or according to tharinGens. 1. Producant A- 
aug reptile Anime tiventis; but the intellective Soul is an 
inmaterial Subftance, and ’cis impofitble for an Adtive 
ower, which is In Marcer co extend-its A@ton ro the 
Predudtion of an Dnmatevial Effeét becaafe the Tnretle ive 
Princip'c in Man tsa Principle tranicending Matter, and 
therefore te mutt have rs Extfiens and Creation from fome 
Immaterial Being, vir. God. —Nor can [ ive a ne- 
ceffity for the Souls being defil’d with Original Sin, (con- 
tidered ta the Abftra&) bur all the Pollution it receives 

by means of the Body, for ic is not of the Nature of An- 
gels, who att by the Power of, chetr Will, for the Soul 
Aéts by the Senfes, by which it ts defil’d, as a Man js faid 
ro have contradted a Womans Debts when he makes her 
his Wife and Companion 

Qucft. 6. Why doth the Rain fall in dilinii drops-- Why 
istnerexe Rain in Egypt, and why doth the River Nilus 
peDDiy {nat dij éf by its ove? Howing ? 

Axfw. Wor the Kirft Part of che Queftion, viz. why 
doth the Rate tall in difinét dreps, fee Vol. 1. N 2. O. 2 
in the Queftion of Spours. To the Second, Dy thee 
vo Rain in Egypt, @c we anfwer, That the exceflive 
Heat of Teadizand .8teioria draws thirher thote Clouds 
that Would orlc le ditch irTge the nilclves from Suaken- 
Arbibs to Bs simardel, whichas we are formed , are 
¢ Limurs ot Now-Raining + due yer failing above Fgyrt 

cowards the Scurce of Nidas for a centivuance of {ix 
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Months together, ( See Vo!. 2. Number rr. about ‘the 
Trade Winds ) malt necefiarily cafe fuch an overflowing, 
and fernilizing of the Councry, of Egypt, Mafowra, Moka, 
ge. which perhaps may behelped on by the fermentati- 
sons of the Nitrous Soyl, in «Fach chofe Councries abound. 

Qucft. 9. Why is Yawning catching ? 

Anjw. Perhaps upon Examination 1¢ willbe found to be 
the moft Natwral Adi of the Paffions, if they are at all con- 
cerned in it, for } can Yawn when I pleafe, but cannce 
laugh, cry, &c. when | pleafe, alrhough very near the fame 
contradtion of the Muicles he ppens to Laughing and Yawr- 
ing 5 Afankind us Synparhetiek, one Body's laughing may 
provoke anothers, alchoug the fecond perhaps knows noc 
the reafon why the firft Jaughs; therefore “us no wonder 
why a leffer Adtion ts Sympathetick, when a greater of the 
(ame Nature is, the reafon of which only lyes in the pari- 
cy of Nature. 

" Queft. 8. Why dying Perfons fold the Sheets, or other 
Linnen £ 

Anfw. ’Tis inintermirting Fits, Delirtas, Feavors, Alie- 
nations of Mind, by which Objects are mifreprefented, ac 
which time Natare finding it felf searits Exit, clings and 
graips at any fiay, choug! it be out the feeble fumbling of 
the next thing to It. 

Quett. 9. What is the bei way to prevent the Raine and 
Debadcvery of Truth ? 

Anfw. To inculcate inco them an early Imprefs of Virtue, 
the\benefit of good Companions, and by kceptnog a ftrid 
guard over their Adtions, tll they are habinuated to Ver- 
tue, and chen ie will be as hard a cask to make them ill, 
as ic 1s for an habitwated il! Man to be made good. 

Queft. 10. What és that which makes the Mouth to water 
at toe fight of a Lemaan, green Goofeberries, &c. 

Anjw. The Eye baving repreiented thele to the Faney, 
which aljisied with the Memory, recolleéts former Ideas of 
the Effects fueh a fat pneis had heretofcre upon the Tatfte, 
which immediately purs thac Sence into motion, and irri- 
tates the Saliva or Spictle as in the Queftion is mentioned, 


tc One of our Dyerifts hints at an odd Dream he larely 
had, if he fends us the full Account of it, he fhail 
have our Thoughts upon ir. 


* © The feveral Queftions fent us this Week concern- 
ing Mice, Pump-water, Secret Murder, the Deen of 
Sheba, as alfo that concerning Dwelling, &c. fhall be 
Aniwered at the end of our fecond Volume, and we 
hope co the Chailengers farisfaction. 


WQdiertifencnts, 
te - Rapa Firft Volume of the Athenian Mer- 


cury, refolving allthe moft Nice and Cu- 
rious Queftsens propofed by the Ingenious, of ei 
ther Sex, from Tuefday, March 17. sl Sa’ 
turday, May 30. 1591. Price 2s. Gd. This 
Firft Volume ts neatly done up in Maible Paper, 
with a general Title, Preface and Index to the 
whole. Printed for John Dunton at the Raven 
in the Poultrey. Ivbere all Gentlemen may have 
the Supplement to it (comtaining the Tranfacii- 
ons and Experiments of the Foreign Virtuo- 

> 

u's, Be. ) and alfo their Setts compleased, cr any 
of the fingle Mercury's that are publifht every 
Yuetday and Saturday. 


p* forbear fending any more Queftions, till we give far- 
thtr Orders jor its and when you have rotice ta find 
again, direct your Letters either to Afr. Smith's Coffee-houle 
in Stocks-imarket, or elf? to the Roterdam Coffce-hevie 
im Finch-lane, at which lal piace you may constantly meet 
with the Wrench and Dutch News, either in the Original or 
Tranflated. 
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